
Creating a child friendly

Gloucestershire



Whilst there is no statutory requirement for one, the absence has left

the county with no agreed vision or action plan for all of our young

people. The only likely outcome is that we will fail young people and

miss opportunities to enhance their lives.

In 2018, the Police and Crime Commissioner for Gloucestershire, Martin

Surl, asked me to look at how all local authorities, businesses and the

third sector could work together to offer our children and young

people a brighter future: how we could create a child friendly

Gloucestershire. Any vision, he told me, must put the child’s voice at

the very heart of it.

Since then we have been building partnerships with statutory and

voluntary agencies and have spoken to diverse groups of young

people with the intention of building a coalition of interests.  This has

led to the development of a reporting line to the Gloucestershire

Health and Wellbeing Board.

Additionally, the views of more than 16,000 young people have been

canvassed and the responses have helped us to refine our thinking

and have led to the formulation of seven priority areas, or

commitments (see below).

Today, we ask the leaders of Gloucestershire formally to join the

Coalition and work together to create a child friendly county. Even in

these difficult days of Covid-19, it is important to dream of a different

future and to build together for it.

This is is our moment of change.  Please be part of it.

A TIME FOR CHANGE

Since 2018 and the conclusion of the

Gloucestershire Children and Young

People's Partnership Plan 2015-18, there

has been no single overarching plan or

vision for children and young people in

Gloucestershire. 

Join the pledge online by tagging

@childfriendlyGloucestershire

and using the hashtag #ourpromisetoyou



OUR VISION

All children and young people are safe from harm: This will involve concerted
action to address the concerns about personal safety expressed by young
people through the child friendly county and other recent consultation
exercises. This encompasses safety, both actual and perceived, in the
physical realm, including places to gather and socialise, and within the digital
space.  Some children also raised concerns about safety in the home.  
       
All children and young people are supported to choose healthy lifestyles: This
will involve purposeful work to ensure we have an accessible health offer that
addresses the physical, mental and emotional well being needs of children
and young people across the county.

All children and young people have access to safe affordable transport: This
will involve working to develop the capability for children and young people
to make safe journeys and travel around the county on an accessible,
sustainable and affordable basis. 

All children and young people do well at all stages of learning and are
equipped with the skills for life in the 21st Century: This will involve purposeful
cross sector work to ensure we have a local education offer that is inclusive
and restorative in its approach by actively addressing the barriers preventing
all young people from engaging in and achieving through learning.  This
encompasses the skills and knowledge necessary for young people to
engage in the dynamic and changing labour market of the 21st Century.

All children and young people are happy and able to have fun growing up:
Working to ensure there are a good range of accessible and affordable
recreational and cultural activities for children and young people.

All children and young people enjoy the economic and social benefits of
growth:

Collective work to promote the interests of,
and provide opportunities for, the most
vulnerable children and young people in the
county.

All children and young people are able to
contribute to making Gloucestershire a
sustainable county: Working to ensure that
children and young people in the county are
able to make a meaningful contribution
towards tackling the climate crisis.

Based on our conversations and feedback from young people, a vision for a

child friendly Gloucestershire was drafted.  This has since been approved by

the Health and Wellbeing Board.



HOW WE WILL DO ITOUR WORK SO FAR

Gloucestershire's Police and Crime Commissioner,

Martin Surl asks Dame Janet Trotter to explore

ways to make Gloucestershire a child friendly

county.

2018

2019 A series of consultations are carried out asking

children and young people what matters to them.

More than 16,000 have had their say and made

their voices heard.

2020 The results from 2019 are analysed. A vision and set

of promises are created. Children and young

people are asked to review our findings through a

digital survey.

Today The leaders of Gloucestershire are asked to

pledge their support in making Gloucestershire a

child friendly county.

Relationships are established and engagement

carried out with relevant partners, agencies,

authorities and business.

The vision/strategy is taken to the Health and

Wellbeing Board where it is supported and

approved.



WHAT YOUNG PEOPLE
HAVE TOLD US SO FAR

The culmination of all this work led us to a set of promises and, from that

three workstreams to take forward into 2021.

You have the right to have a say on your

future and the chance to help shape a

greener Gloucestershire

You will get the skills you need to be

successful in life and the job

opportunities you deserve

You have the right to be happy and

to have fun growing up

You will get the help you need to be healthy

You will be safe from harm

Everyone will be given a fair and equal

opportunity

You will have access to safe and

affordable transport

Pre birth to 5 years old

Mental health

Transition from education to work

OUR PROMISES

OUR YEAR ONE WORKSTREAMS



HOW WE WILL DO ITSO WHAT IS NEXT?

Formally establish a coalition of key

agencies and partners in

Gloucestershire.  

Autumn 2020

to Spring 2021

Develop an approach to working with

young people and exploring new and

innovative ways to have a

conversation with them to ensure we

hear their diverse voices.  

Scope the first three areas of work (pre

birth to 5, mental health and transition

from education to business).

Continue to build on relationships to

help develop Our Promises further.

Develop an approach to working with

young people and exploring new and

innovative ways to have a

conversation with them to ensure we

hear their diverse voices.  

Establish our approach to working with

young people and capturing their

voices.  It is our aim to continue to

develop this area of work so it is

recognised as a beacon of good

practice.

Spring 2021 to

Summer 2021

Action the agreed work programme for

the first three workstreams.



HOW WE WILL DO IT

@childfriendlyGloucestershire

@ChildFriendlyGL

@ChildFriendlyGloucestershire

HOW CAN I HELP?

If you or your organisation would like to be involved in delivering our

vision of a child friendly Gloucestershire, please make contact.  

You can sign up on our website to receive our latest updates, you can

follow us on social media or you can drop us an email.

 

We need everyone to be part of this change.  It all starts today.

www.childfriendlygloucestershire.com

hello@childfriendlygloucestershire.com

Join the pledge online by tagging us on social

media and using the hashtag #ourpromisetoyou

To succeed in creating a child friendly Gloucestershire, we need as

many people to pledge their support as possible.

Today we ask that you publicly join us in our endeavours.  



AN OPEN LETTER TO THE
YOUNG PEOPLE OF
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Today the people who run our great county have made a pledge to

you that things will change.  That your voice will be at the heart of our

plans for the future of Gloucestershire.  This is your chance to set the

agenda and help drive it forward.  

 

Thank you to everyone who has been part of our journey so far.  We

would not be where we are today without your efforts.  But we still

have a long way to go and we will need more help. 

 

Over the next few months, we will be making contact through your

schools and your clubs or organisations to let you know how you can

be part of this.  Please step forward, step up and make your voice

heard.  You are

the future, help shape it.

 

Very best wishes


